EVERYNVAN

by

Anonynous



EVERYVAN

Here beginneth a treatise how the H gh Fat her of
Heaven sendeth death to summon every creature to
cone and give account of their lives in this world,
and is in manner of a noral play.

MESSENGER
| pray you all, give your audience,
And hear this matter with reverence,
By figure of a noral play.
The Summoning of Everyman called it is,
That of our |ives and endi ng shows
How transitory we be all day.
This matter is wondrous precious
But the neaning of it is nore graci ous
And sweet to bear away.
The story saith: Man, in the begi nning
Look well and take good heed to the ending,
Be you never so gay!
Ye think sin in the beginning full sweet,
Which in the end causeth the soul to weep
Wien the body lieth in clay.
Here shall you see how Fell owship and Jollity,
Both Strength, Pleasure and Beauty,
WI| fade fromthee as flower in Muy;
For ye shall hear how our heavenly King
Calleth Everyman to a general reckoning.
d ve audi ence and hear what He doth say.

(€O D)
| perceive, here in My mgjesty,
How that all creatures be to Me unkind,
Living without dread in worldly prosperity.
O ghostly sight the people be so blind,
Drowned in sin, they know Me not for Cod.
In worldly riches is all their m nd;
They fear not My righteousness, the sharp rod,
M/ love that | showed when | for themdied
They forget clean, and shedding of ny bl ood red,
| hanged between two, it cannot be deni ed;
To get themlife | suffered to be dead;
| healed their feet: with thorns hurt was My head.
| could no nore than | did, truly.
And now | see the people do clean forsake M.
They use the seven deadly sins damabl e,
As pride, covetise, wath and | echery,
Now i n the world be nade commendabl e;
And thus they | eave of angels, the heavenly conpany.

( MCRE)
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GCD (CONT' D)
Every man liveth so after his own pleasure,
And yet of their life they be nothing sure.
| see the nore that |I themforbear,
The worse they be fromyear to year.
Al that liveth declineth fast,

Therefore | will in all haste
Have a reckoning of every man's person
For, if | |leave the people thus al one

In their |ife and w cked tenpests,

Verily they will becone nmuch worse than beasts;
For now one woul d by envy anot her eat up;
Charity they do all clean forget.

| hoped well that every man

In My glory shoul d nake his mansi on,

And thereto | had themall elect;

But now | see, like traitors deject,

They thank Me not for the pleasure that | to them neant,
Nor yet for their being that I them have | ent;

| proffered the people great multitude of nercy.
And few there be that ask it heartily;

They be so cunbered with worldly riches,

That needs on them | nust do justice,

On every man living wthout fear.

Wiere art thou, Death, thou m ghty nessenger?

DEATH ent ers.

DEATH
Almghty God, | amhere at Your wll,
Your conmmandnent to fulfill.

(€O D)
Go thou to Everynan,
And show himin My nanme
A pilgrimge he nmust on himtake,
Which he in no wi se may escape;
And that he bring with hima sure reckoning
Wthout delay or any tarrying.

DEATH
Lord, I will in the world go run over all,
And cruelly out-search both great and snall;
Every man will | beset that |iveth beastly,

Agai nst CGod's | aws, and dreadeth not folly:

He that loveth riches | will strike with ny dart,
Hs sight to blind, and from heaven to depart,
Except that alns be his good friend,

In hell for to dwell, world w thout end.

(Ent er EVERYNAN)
( MORE)
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DEATH ( CONT' D)
Lo, yonder | see Everynan wal ki ng:
Full little he thinketh on ny com ng:
Hs mnd is on fleshly lusts and his treasure;
And great pain it shall cause himto endure
Before the Lord, heaven's King.
Everyman, stand still; whither art thou going
Thus gaily? hast thou thy Maker forgot?

EVERYNVAN
Wiy askest thou? Wul dest thou wit?
DEATH
Yea, sir, | will show you; in great haste | amsent to thee
From God out of H s ngjesty.
EVERYNVAN
What! sent to ne?
DEATH

Yea, certainly:

Though t hou hast forgot H m here,

He thinketh on thee in the heavenly sphere;
As, ere we depart, thou shalt know.

EVERYMAN
What desireth God of nme?

DEATH
That shall | show thee;
A reckoning He will needs have
Wthout any |onger respite.

EVERYNVAN
To give a reckoning |longer leisure | crave;
This blind matter troubleth ny wt.

DEATH
On thee thou nust take a |ong journey,
Therefore thy book of count with thee thou bring,
For turn again thou cannot by no way:
And | ook thou be sure of thy reckoning;
For before God thou shalt answer and show
Thy many bad deeds, and good but a few,
How t hou hast spent thy life, and in what w se,
Before the Chief Lord of Paradi se.
Have ado that we were in that way,
For, wit thou well, thou shalt nmake none attorney.
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EVERYNVAN
Ful | unready | am such reckoning to give:
| know t hee not; what nessenger art thou?

DEATH
| am Death, who no nan dreadet h;
For every man | arrest, and no nman spare,
For it is God' s commandnent
That all to ne shoul d be obedi ent.

EVERYMAN
O Death, thou conest, when | had thee |least in m nd;
In thy power it lieth nme to save;

Yet of ny good will | give thee, if you wilt be kind,
Yea, a thousand pounds shalt thou have,
If thou defer this matter till another day.

DEATH

Everyman, it may not be by no way;

| set naught by gold, silver, nor riches,

Nor by pope, enperor, king, duke, nor princes;
For, if I would receive gifts great,

Al the world | mght get;

But ny customis clean contrary;

| give thee no respite; come hence, and not tarry.

EVERYMAN
Al as! shall | have no |onger respite?
| may say Death giveth no warning:
To think on thee it nmaketh ny heart sick;
For all unready is ny book of reckoning:
But, for twelve years, if |I mght have abiding,
My counting book I would nake so clear
That ny reckoning | should not need to fear.
Wierefore, Death, | pray thee for CGod' s nercy,
Spare ne, till | be provided of renedy.

DEATH
Thee availeth not to cry, weep, and pray:
But haste thee lightly, that thou wert gone that journey;
And prove thy friends, if thou can;
For, wit thou well, the tide abideth no nan,
And in the world each living creature
For Adamis sin nust die of nature.



EVERYMAN
Death, if | should this pilgrinmage take,
And ny reckoni ng surely make,
Show ne, for Saint Charity,
Should | not cone again shortly?

DEATH
No, Everyman, if thou be once there,
Thou mayest never nore cone here,
Trust ne verily.

EVERYMAN
O gracious God, in the high seat celestial
Have nercy on ne in this nost need!
Shall | have no conpany fromthis vale terrestria
O mne acquai ntance, that way ne to | ead?

DEATH
Yea, if any be so hardy,
That would go with thee, and bear thee conpany:
H e thee that thou wert gone to God' s magnificence,
Thy reckoning to give before H's presence.
What, thoughtest thou thy Iife is given thee,
And thy worldly goods al so?

EVERYMAN
| had thought so verily.

DEATH
Nay, nay; it was but lent thee;
For, as soon as thou art gone,
Anot her awhile shall have it, and then go therefrom
Even as thou hast done.
Everyman, thou art mad, thou hast thy wits five,
And here on earth wilt not anend thy |ife;
For suddenly | do cone.

EVERYMAN
O wetched caitiff, whither shall | flee,
That | m ght escape this endl ess sorrow
Now, gentle Death, spare ne till to-norrow,
That | may anend ne
Wth good advi senent.

DEATH
Nay, thereto I will not consent,
Nor no man will | respite;

( MORE)
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DEATH ( CONT' D)
But to the heart suddenly | shall snmite
Wt hout any advi senent.
And now out of thy sight I will e hie;
See thou nmake thee ready shortly,
For thou mayest say, this is the day
That no man |iving may escape away.

DEATH goes out.

EVERYMAN
Alas! | may well weep with sighs deep
Now have | no manner of conpany
To help me in ny journey, and ne to keep;
And also ny witing is full unready.
How shall | do now for to excuse ne!
| would to God I had never been begot;
To ny soul a full great profit it had been,
For now | fear pains huge and great.
The tine passeth: Lord, help, Wwo all wought!
For though |I nmourn, it availeth nought:
The day passeth, and is al nbst ago;
| wot not well what for to do.
To whom were | best ny conplaint to nmake?
What, if | to Fellowship thereof spake,
And showed hi mof this sudden chance!
For in himis all mne affiance.
(Enter FELLOWBH P)
W have in the world so nmany a day
Been good friends in sport and play.
| see himyonder certainly;
| trust that he will bear ne conpany;
Therefore to himwill | speak to ease ny sorrow,
Vel |l met, good Fell owship, and good norrow.

FELLOANBHI P
Everyman, good norrow, by this day:
Sir, why | ookest thou so piteously?
| f anything be amss, | pray thee, ne say,
That | may help to renedy.

EVERYMAN
Yea, good Fel | owshi p, yea;
| amin great jeopardy.

FELLONESHI P
My true friend, show to nme your m nd,
| will not forsake thee, to ny life's end,
In the way of good conpany.
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EVERYNVAN
That was wel | spoken and | ovingly.

FELLONSHI P
Sir, | nust needs know your heavi ness;

| have pity to see you in any distress:

| f any have you wonged, ye shall revenged be,
Though | on the ground be slain for thee;
Though that | know before that | should die.

EVERYNAN
Verily, Fellowship, granercy.

FELLOWNSH P
Tush, by thy thanks | set not a straw,
Show ne thy grief, and say no nore.

EVERYMAN
If I nmy heart should to you break
And then you should turn your mnd from ne,
And woul d not ne confort, when ye hear ne speak,
Then should | ten tinmes sorrier be.

FELLONESHI P
Sir, | say as | will do in deed.

EVERYMAN
Then be you a good friend at need;
| have found you true here-before.

FELLONEHI P
And so ye shall evernore;
For in faith, if thou go to hell
| will not forsake thee by the way.

EVERYMAN
Ye speak |like a good friend, | believe you well;
| shall deserve it, if | may.

FELLONESHI P
| speak of no deserving, by this day;
For he that will say and not hi ng do,
Is not worthy with good conmpany to go:
Therefore show ne the grief of your mnd,
As to your friend nost |oving and ki nd.
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EVERYMAN
| shall show you how it is:
Commanded | amto go a journey,
A |l ong way, hard and dangerous;
And give a strait account w thout del ay
Bef ore the H gh Judge Adonai ;
Wierefore, | pray you, bear ne conpany,
As ye have prom sed in this journey.

FELLONEHI P
That is matter indeed; promse is duty;
But, if I should take such a voyage on ne,
| know it well, it should be to ny pain:
Also it makes ne afraid certain.
But | et us take counsel here as well as we can,
For your words would fear a strong man.

EVERYMAN
Wy, ye said if | had need,
Ye woul d ne never forsake quick nor dead,
Though it were to hell truly.

FELLOANSH P
So | said certainly;
But such pl easures be set aside, the sooth to say,
And also if ye took such a journey,
When shoul d we cone agai n?

EVERYNVAN
Nay, never again till the day of doom

FELLONSHI P
In faith, then will not | cone there:
Who hath you these tidings brought?

EVERYNMAN
| ndeed, Death was with ne here.

FELLONSHI P
Now, by God that all hath bought,
| f Death were the messenger,
For no man that is |iving to-day
| will not go that |oath journey,
Not for the father that begat ne.

EVERYNVAN
Ye prom sed ot herw se, pardy.

EVERYMAN 8
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FELLOANEHI P
| wot well | said so truly,
And yet if thou wilt eat and drink, and make good cheer,
O haunt to wonen the lusty conpany,
| would not forsake you, while the day is clear,
Trust ne verily.

EVERYMAN
Yea, thereto ye woul d be ready;
To go to mrth, solace and pl ay,
Your mnd will sooner apply
Than to bear me conpany in ny |ong journey.

FELLOWBHI P
Now, in good faith, I will not that way;
But, if thou will nurder, or any man kill,
In that | will help thee with a good wll.

EVERYMAN
Ch, that is a sinple advice indeed:
Gentle Fell owship, help ne in ny necessity;
V¢ have | oved | ong, and now | need,
And now, gentle Fellowship, renenber ne.

FELLONEHI P
Whet her ye have | oved nme or no,
By Saint John, I will not wth thee go.

EVERYMAN
Yet, | pray thee, take the | abor, and do so much for ne,
To bring ne forward, for Saint Charity,
And confort me, till | cone w thout the town.

FELLONESHI P

Nay, if thou woul dst give nme a new gown,

Il will not a foot with thee go;

But, if thou hadst tarried, |I would not have left thee so:
And as now Cod speed thee in thy journey!

For fromthee | will depart, as fast as | may.

EVERYNAN
Wi t her away, Fellowship? wilt thou forsake ne?

FELLONSHI P
Yea, by ny fay; to God I comend thee.
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EVERYNMVAN
Farewel |, good Fell owship; for thee ny heart is sore:
Adi eu for ever, | shall see thee no nore.

FELLOWBH P

In faith, Everyman, farewell now at the end;
For you I will remenber parting is nourning.

FELLOASHI P goes out.

EVERYMAN
Al ack! shall we thus depart indeed,
O Lady, help! wthout any nore confort,
Lo, Fellowship forsaketh ne in ny nost need:
For help in this world whither shall | resort?
Fel | owshi p here before with me would nmerry nake;
And now little sorrow for nme doth he take.
It is said, in prosperity nmen friends may find,
Wi ch in adversity be full unkind.
Now whi t her for succour shall | flee,
Si nce Fell owship hath forsaken ne?
To ny kinsmen | will truly,
Praying themto help ne in ny necessity;
| believe that they will do so;
For kind will creep, where it may not go.
| will go try; for yonder | see them go:
Wiere be ye now, ny friends and ki nsnen | 0?

Kl NDRED and CQOUSI N enter.

KI NDRED
Here be we now at your conmandnent :
Cousin, | pray thee, show us your intent

In any wise, and do not spare.

COUSI N
Yea, Everyman, and to us declare
If ye be disposed to go any whither;
For, wot ye well, we will live and die together.

KI NDRED
In wealth and woe we will with you hold,
For over his kin a nman nmay be bol d.

EVERYNAN
G anercy, ny friends and ki nsnen ki nd,
Now shall | show you the grief of nmy mnd.

( MORE)



EVERYMAN ( CONT' D)
| was commanded by a nessenger,
That is an high king's chief officer;
He bade ne go on pilgrinmage to ny pain,
But I know well | shall never cone again:
Also | nust give a reckoning strait;
For | have a great eneny that hath ne in wait,
Which intendeth me for to hinder

KI NDRED
What account is that which ye nust render?
That would | know.

EVERYNVAN
O all ny works | nust show,
How | have |ived, and ny days spent;
Also of ill deeds that | have used
In ny tine since life was ne | ent,
And of all virtues that | have refused:
Therefore, | pray you, go thither with ne
To help to make mne account, for Saint Charity.

COUSI N
What, to go thither? Is that the matter?
Nay, Everyman, | had liever fast bread and water

Al this five year and nore.

EVERYNVAN
Al as, that ever | was bore!
For now shall | never be nerry,
I f that you forsake ne.

Kl NDRED
Ah, sir! what, ye be a nerry man
Take good heart to you, and nmake no nopan.
But one thing I warn you, by Saint Anne,
As for nme, ye shall go al one.

EVERYMAN
My cousin, will you not wth ne go?

CaUSI N
No, by our lady, | have a cranp in ny toe:
Trust not to ne; for, so God ne speed,
| will deceive you in your nost need.

KI NDRED
It availeth not us to entice;
Ye shall have ny maid with all ny heart;

( MORE)
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KI NDRED ( CONT' D)
She loveth to go to feasts, there to be nice,
And to dance, and abroad to start:
| will give her leave to help you in that journey,
I f that you and she nmay agree.

EVERYMAN
No, show ne the very effect of your m nd,
WIl you go with ne, or abide behind?

Kl NDRED
Abi de behind! yea, that will I, if | may;
Therefore farewell till another day.
KI NDRED goes out.
EVERYMAN

How should |I be nerry or gl ad?

For fair promses nen to ne nake;

But, when | have nobst need, they ne forsake;
| am decei ved, that nmaketh ne sad.

COUSI N
Cousin Everyman, farewell now,
For verily I will not go with you:
Al'so of mne own |ife an unready reckoning
| have to account, therefore | nake tarrying;
Now CGod keep thee, for now | go.

COUSI N goes out .

EVERYMAN
Ah, Jesu, is all cone hereto?
Lo, fair words nake fools fain;
They prom se, and nothing will do certain.
M/ ki nsrmen promi sed nme faithfully,
For to abide with ne steadfastly;
And now fast away do they flee:
Even so Fel | owshi p prom sed ne.
What friend were best nme now to provi de?
| lose nmy tinme here |onger to abide;
Yet in ny mnd a thing there is:
All ny life |l have | oved riches;
If that ny Goods now hel p me m ght,
It would make ny heart full |ight:
| will speak to himin this distress:
Wiere art thou, ny Goods and R ches?

GOODS ent ers.

EVERYMAN 12



(€00 D)
Who call eth me? Everyman? what, hast thou haste?
| lie here in corners trussed and piled so high,
And in chests | aml ocked fast,
Al so sacked in bags, thou nmayest see with thine eye,
| cannot stir; in packs, lo, where | lie!
What woul d ye have, lightly ne say.

EVERYNMAN
Cone hither, Goods, in all the haste thou may;
For of counsel | nust desire thee.
GOODS

Sir, if yein the world have sorrow or adversity,
That can | help you to renedy shortly.

EVERYMAN
It is another disease that grieveth neg;
In this world it is not, |I tell thee so,

| amsent for another way to go,

To give a strait account general

Bef ore the highest Jupiter of all:

And all ny Iife | have had joy and pleasure in thee,
Therefore | pray thee, go with ne;

For, peradventure, thou mayest before God Al m ghty
M/ reckoning help to clean and purify,

For it is said ever anong,

That noney maketh all right that is wong.

GOODS
Nay, Everyman, | sing another song;
| follow no man in such voyages,
For, if I went with thee,
Thou shoul dest fare nuch the worse for ne:
For because on ne thou didst set thy mnd,
Thy reckoning | have nade bl otted and bl i nd,
That thine account thou cannot nake truly;
And that hast thou for the |ove of ne.

EVERYNVAN
That would grieve nme full sore,
Wien | should conme to that fearful answer:
Up, and let us go thither together.

GOODS
Nay, not so; | amtoo brittle, I may not endure:
Il will follow no man on foot, be ye sure.

EVERYMAN 13



EVERYNVAN
Al as! | have thee |oved, and had great pleasure
Al ny life-days on ny goods and treasure.

(€00 D)
That is to thy damation, w thout |ying,
For ny love is contrary to the | ove everlasting;
But if thou had ne | oved noderately during,
As to the poor given part of ne,
Then shoul dest thou not in this dolour have been,
Nor in this great sorrow and care.

EVERYMAN
Lo, now was | deceived, ere | was aware,
And all, | may see, m s-spending of tine.
GOODS
What, thinkest thou that | amthine?
EVERYMAN
| had thought so.
GO0DS

Nay, Everyman, | say no:

As for a while | was |ent thee;

A season thou hast had me in prosperity;
M/ condition is man's soul to kill

If | save one, a thousand | do spill:
Deenest thou that I will follow thee?
Nay, not fromthis world, verily.

EVERYNVAN
| had thought otherw se.

(€00 D)
Therefore to thy soul Goods is a thief,
For when thou art dead, this is ny guise,
Anot her to deceive in the sane w se,
As | have done thee, and all to his soul's grief.

EVERYMAN
O fal se Goods, cursed mayst thou be,
Thou traitor to God, thou hast deceived ne,
And caught ne in thy snare.

EVERYNMAN 14



GOODS
Marry, thou broughtst thyself in care,
Whereof | amright gl ad:
| rmust needs | augh, | cannot be sad.

EVERYNVAN
Ah, Goods, thou hast had long ny hearty | ove;
| gave thee that which should be the Lord' s above:
But wilt thou not go with ne indeed?
| pray thee truth to say.

GOODS
No, so God ne speed,
Therefore farewel |, and have a good day.
GOODS goes out.
EVERYMAN
Ch, to whomshall | make ny noan,

For to go with me in that heavy journey?
First Fell owship said he would with ne go;
H s words were very pleasant and gay,

But afterwards he left ne al one.

Then spake | to mkinsnen all in despair,
And al so they gave ne words fair,

They | acked no fair speaking;

But all forsake ne in the ending.

Then went | to ny Goods that | |oved best,

EVERYMAN 15

I n hope to have found confort; but there had | |east:

For ny Goods sharply did nme tell
That he bringeth many in hell.
Then of nyself | was ashaned,

And so | amworthy to be bl aned:
Thus may | well nyself hate.

O whomshall | now counsel take?
| think that | shall never speed,
Till that I go to ny CGood Deed;
But, alas! she is so weak,

That she can neither go nor speak:
Yet will | venture on her now.

M/ Good Deeds, where be you?

A0OCD DEEDS enters.



GOOD DEEDS
Here | lie cold in the ground;
That sins have ne so sore bound,
That | cannot stir.

EVERYMAN
O Good Deeds, | stand in fear;
| rmust you pray of counsel
For hel p now should cone right well.

GOCD DEEDS
Everyman, | have understandi ng,
That thou art summoned account to nake
Bef ore Messi as of Jerusal em Ki ng

If you do by ne, that journey with you will | take.

EVERYMAN
Therefore | come to you ny noan to nake:
| pray you, that ye will go with ne.

GOCD DEEDS
| would full fain, but | cannot stand, verily.
EVERYMAN
Wiy, is there anything on you fallen?
GOCD DEEDS
Yea, sir, | may thank you for all;

I f ye had perfectly cheered ne,

Your book of account full ready now had been.
Look, the books of your works and deeds eke!
Behol d how they |ie under the feet,

To your soul's heavi ness.

EVERYNMAN
Qur Lord Jesus hel p ne!
For one letter herein can | not see.

GOCD DEEDS
Here is a blind reckoning in time of distress!

EVERYMAN
Good Deeds, | pray you, help ne in this need,
O else | amfor ever damed i ndeed;
Therefore help ne to make ny reckoni ng
Bef ore the Redeener of all thing,
Wio is, and was, and ever shall be King.
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EVERYNMVAN 17

GOCD DEEDS
Everyman, | amsorry for your fall
And fain would I help you, if | were able.

EVERYNVAN
Good Deeds, your counsel, | pray you, give ne.

GOOD DEEDS
That shall | do verily:
Though on ny feet | may not go,
| have a sister that shall with you al so,
Cal | ed Knowl edge, which shall with you abi de,
To hel p you to nake that dreadful reckoning.

Ent er KNOALEDCE.

KNOWN_EDGE
Everyman, | will go with thee, and be thy guide,
In thy nmost need to go by thy side.

EVERYNVAN
In good condition I amnow in every thing,
And am whol ly content with this good thing,
Thanked be God ny Creator

GOCD DEEDS
And when he hath brought thee there,
Wiere thou shalt heal thee of thy smart,
Then go thou with thy reckoning and thy good deeds together,
For to nake thee joyful at heart
Before the blessed Trinity.

EVERYNAN
M/ Good Deeds, | thank thee heartfully:
| amwell content certainly
Wth your words sweet.

KNOALEDGE
Now go we together |ovingly
To Confession, that cleansing river.

EVERYNMAN
For joy I weep: | would that we were there;
But | pray you to instruct ne by intellection,
Where dwelleth that holy virtue Confession?
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KNOWN_EDGE
In the house of salvation;
W shall find himin that place,
That shall us confort by God's grace.
( CONFESSI ON ent er s)
Lo, this is Confession: kneel down, and ask nercy;
For he is in good conceit wwth God A m ghty.

EVERYMAN
O glorious fountain that all uncleanness doth clarify,
Wash fromnme the spots of vices unclean,
That on nme no sin may be seen;
| come with Know edge for ny redenption,
Wth heart's repentance and full contrition,
For | am commanded a pilgrinmage to take.
And great accounts before CGod to nake.
Now, | pray you, Shrift, nother of salvation,
Hel p ny good deeds at ny piteous exclamation.

CONFESSI ON
| know your sorrow well, Everyman
Because with Know edge ye cone to ne,
| wll confort you as well as | can;
And a precious jewel | wll give thee,
Cal | ed penance, voider of adversity:
Therewi th shall your body chastised be,
Wth abstinence and perseverance in God's service;
Here shall you receive that scourge of ne,
Wi ch is strong penance that ye nust endure;
Renmenber thy Saviour was scourged for thee
Wth sharp scourges, and suffered it patiently:
So must thou, ere thou pass that painful pilgrinmage.
Know edge, keep himin this voyage,
And by the tine Good Deeds will be with thee;
But in anyw se be sure of nmercy,
For your tine draweth fast, if ye will saved be,
Ask God nercy, and He wll grant truly:
Wien with the scourge of penance man doth hi m bi nd,
The oil of forgiveness then shall he find.

EVERYMAN
Thanked be God for H s graci ous work;
For now | w |l ny penance begin:
This hath rejoiced and |ighted ny heart,
Though the knots be painful and hard wi thin.



KNOALEDGE
Everyman, | ook your penance that ye fulfill,
What pain that ever it to you be;
And Know edge shall give you counsel at wl|
How your account ye shall make clearly.

EVERYMAN
O eternal God, O heavenly figure,
O way of righteousness, O goodly vision
Whi ch descended down in a virgin pure,
Because He woul d Everynman redeem
Whi ch Adam forfeited by his di sobedi ence,
O bl essed Godhead, el ect and hi gh Divine,
Forgive ne ny grievous of fence;
Here | cry thee nercy in this presence:
O ghostly Treasure, O Ransonmer and Redeener!
O all the world Hope and Conducter,
Mrror of joy, Foundation of nercy,
Whi ch enl um net h heaven and earth thereby,
Hear ny clanorous conplaint, though it |ate be,
Recei ve ny prayers unworthy of Thy benignity,
Though | be a sinner nost abom nabl e,
Yet let ny nane be witten in Mses' table.
O Mary, pray to the Maker of all things
Me for to help at ny endi ng,
And save ne fromthe power of ny eneny;
And Death assaileth ne strongly:
And, Lady, that | may by neans of thy prayer
O your Son's glory be partner.
By the nmeans of H s passion | it crave;
| beseech you help ne ny soul to save.
Know edge, give ne the scourge of penance,
My flesh therewith shall give acquittance;
| will now begin, if God give ne grace.

KNOW_EDGE
Everyman, God give you tine and space!
Thus | bequeath you in the hands of our Savi or;
Now may you make your reckoning sure.

EVERYMAN
In the nane of all the Holy Trinity,
M/ body puni shed sore shall be.
Take this, body, for the sin of the flesh;
Al so thou delightest to go gay and fresh;
And in the way of dammation thou didst ne bring,
Therefore suffer now strokes and puni shi ng:

( MCRE)
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EVERYMAN ( CONT' D)
Now of penance | will wade the water clear,
To save ne frompurgatory, that sharp fire.

GOCD DEEDS
| thank God, now I can wal k and go,
And am delivered of ny sickness and woe;
Therefore with Everyman | will go, and not spare;
Hs good works | will help himto declare.

KNOW.EDGE
Now, Everyman, be nerry and gl ad,
Your Good Deeds coneth now, ye may not be sad:
Now i s your Good Deeds whol e and sound,
Goi ng upright upon the ground.

EVERYNMAN
My heart is light, and shall be evernore;
Now will | smte faster than | did before.
GO0D DEEDS

Everyman pilgrim ny special friend,

Bl essed be thou wi thout end;

For thee is prepared the eternal glory:

Ye have nade ne whol e and sound,

Therefore | will bide by thee in every ground.

EVERYMAN
Wl cone, ny Good Deeds, now | hear thy voice,
| weep for very sweetness of |ove.

KNOW_EDGE
Be no nore sad, but evernore rejoice,
God seeth thy living in Hs throne above,
Put on this garnment to thy behove,
Which with your tears is now all wet,
Lest before God it be unsweet,
Wien ye to your journey's end shall conme.

EVERYNVAN
Gentl e Know edge, what do ye it call?

KNOWN_EDGE
It is the garnment of sorrow,
Frompain it will you borrow,
Contrition it is,
That getteth forgi veness,
It pleaseth God passing well.
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GO0D DEEDS
Everyman, will you wear it for your health?

EVERYMAN
Now bl essed be Jesu, Mary's son
For now have | on true contrition:
And | et us go now w thout tarrying.
Good Deeds, have we cl eared our reckoning?

Q00D DEEDS
Yea, indeed, | have here.

EVERYNVAN
Then | trust we need not to fear;
Now, friends, let us not part in twain.

KNOWLEDGE
Nay, Everyman, that will we not certain.

GOCD DEEDS
Yet nust thou lead with thee
Three persons of great m ght.

EVERYNMAN
Who shoul d they be?

GO0D DEEDS
D scretion and Strength they hyght,
And thy Beauty may not abi de behi nd.

KNOW.EDGE
Al so ye nust call to mnd
Your Five Wts as your councillors.

GOCD DEEDS
You nust have themready at all hours.
EVERYMAN
How shall | get them hither?
KNOW_EDGE

You nust call themall together
And they will hear you incontinent.
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EVERYNVAN
My friends, conme hither, and be present,
Discretion, Strength, My Five Wts, and Beauty.

Enter DI SCRETI QN, STRENGTH, FIVE WTS, and BEAUTY.

BEAUTY
Here at your will we be all ready;
What will ye that we should do?

GOOD DEEDS
That ye would with Everyman go,
And help himin his pilgrinmage:
Advi se you, will ye go with himor not in that voyage?

STRENGTH
W will bring himall thither
To help and confort him ye nmay believe ne.

DI SCRETI ON
So will we go with himall together.

EVERYMAN
Al m ghty God, |oved may Thou be;
| give Thee praise that | have hither brought
Strength, Discretion, Beauty, Five Wts: lack | nought:
And ny Good Deeds, w th Know edge cl ear,
Al be in nmy conpany at nmy will here;
| desire no nore to ny busi ness.

STRENGTH
And |, Strength, will by you stand in distress,
Though thou woul dst in battle fight on the ground.

FIVE WTS
And though it were through the world round
W will not depart for sweet nor sour.

BEAUTY
No nore will | unto death's hour,
What soever thereof befall.
DI SCRETI ON

Everyman, advise you first of all,

GCo with a good advi senent and del i berati on;
W all give you virtuous adnonition

That all shall be well.
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EVERYMAN
M/ friends, hark what | will you tell
| pray God reward you in H s heavenly sphere:
Now hearken all that be here;
For I will make ny testanent
Here before you all present:
In alns half ny goods | will give with ny hands twain
In the way of charity with good intent,
And the other half still shall remain:
| it bequeath to be returned where it ought to be.
This | do in despite of the fiend of hell,
To go quit out of his peri
Ever after this day.

KNOWN_EDGE
Everyman, hearken what | wll say;
Go to priesthood, | you advise,
And receive of himin any w se
The holy Sacranent and oi ntment toget her,
Then shortly see ye turn again hither;
W will all abide you here.

FIVE WTS
Yea, Everynman, hie you that ye ready were:
There is no enperor, Kking, duke nor baron,
That of God hath comm ssi on,
As hath the least priest in the world being;
For of the Sacranents pure and benign
He beareth the keys, and thereof hath cure
For man's redenption, it is ever sure,
Wi ch God for our soul's nedicine
Gave us out of H's heart with great pain,
Here in this transitory life for thee and ne:
The bl essed Sacranents seven there be,
Baptism confirmation, with priesthood good,
And the Sacrament of God's precious flesh and bl ood,
Marri age, the holy extrene unction, and penance;
These seven be good to have in renmenbrance,
G acious Sacranents of high divinity.

EVERYNAN
Fain would | receive that holy Body,
And nmeekly to ny ghostly father I wll go.

FIVE WTS
Everyman, that is the best that ye can do;
God will you to salvation bring,
For good priesthood exceedeth all other thing;
( MORE)
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FIVE WTS (CONT' D)
To us Holy Scripture they do teach,
And convert man fromsin, heaven to reach
God hath to them nore power given
Than to any angel that is in heaven:
Wth five words he may consecrate
God's body in flesh and bl ood to nake,
And handl eth his Maker between his hands.
The priest bindeth and unbi ndeth all bands
Both in earth and in heaven
He mnisters all the Sacraments seven
Though we kiss thy feet, thou wert worthy:
Thou art the surgeon that cureth sin deadly,
No renedy may we find under GCod,
But all only priesthood.
Everyman, God gave priests that dignity,
And setteth themin H's stead anong us to be;
Thus be they above angel s in degree.

EVERYMAN goes out to receive the Sacranent.

KNOW_EDGE
If priests be good, it is so surely,
But when Jesu hung on the cross with great smart,
There He gave us out of H s bl essed heart
The sane Sacranent in great tornent.
He sold themnot to us, that Lord omi potent;
Therefore Saint Peter the Apostle doth say,
That Jesus' curse have all they,
Who God their Savior do buy or sell
O they for any noney do take or tell.
Sinful priests give the sinners exanpl e bad;
Their children sit by other nen's fires, | have heard,
And sone haunt wonen's conpany,
Wth unclean |ife, as lusts of |echery;
These are with sin nmade blind.

FIVE WTS
| trust to God no such way we find:
Therefore |l et us priesthood honor,
And follow their doctrine for our soul's succor;
W be their sheep, and they shepherds be,
By whomwe all be kept in surety.
Peace! for yonder | see Everyman cone,
Who hath nmade true satisfaction

Q00D DEEDS
Methinks it is he indeed.

EVERYMAN ent ers.



EVERYMAN
Now Jesu Chri st be your speed!
| have received the Sacranent for ny redenption
And then mine extreme unction;
Bl essed be all they that counseled ne to take it:
And now, friends, let us go without |onger respite;
| thank God that ye have tarried so | ong.
Now set each of you on this rod your hand,
And shortly follow ne;
| go before, there | would be:
Cod be our guide.

STRENGTH
Everyman, we will not fromyou go,
Till ye have gone this voyage | ong.

DI SCRETI ON
|, Discretion, will bide by you al so.

KNOWALEDGE
And though this pilgrimge be never so strong,
| will never part you from
Everyman, | will be as sure by thee,
As ever | was by Judas Maccabee.

EVERYMAN
Alas! | amso faint | may not stand,
M/ |'inbs under nme do fold:
Friends, let us not turn again to this | and,
Not for all the world s gold;
For into this cave nust | creep
And turn to the earth, and there to sl eep.

BEAUTY
What, into this grave? Al as!

EVERYNAN
Yea, there shall ye consune nore and | ess.

BEAUTY
And what, should | snother here?

EVERYNAN
Yea, by ny faith, and never nore appear;
In this world [ive no nore we shal |,
But in heaven before the highest Lord of all.
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BEAUTY
| cross out all this: adieu, by Saint John;
| take nmy cap in ny |ap, and am gone.

EVERYNMVAN
What, Beauty? whither will ye?
BEAUTY
Peace! | amdeaf, | | ook not behind ne,

Not if thou wouldst give nme all the gold in thy chest.
BEAUTY goes out.

EVERYMAN
Al as! whereto may | now trust?
Beauty doth fast away hie:
She promsed with ne to Iive and die.

STRENGTH
Everyman, | will thee al so forsake and deny,
The gane |liketh nme not at all.

EVERYNAN
Wiy then ye will forsake ne all
Sweet Strength, tarry a little space.

STRENGTH
Nay, sir, by the cross of grace,
| wll hie ne fromthee fast,
Though thou weep till thy heart brast.

EVERYNMAN
Ye woul d ever bide by ne, ye said.

STRENGTH
Yea, | have you far enough conveyed:
Ye be ol d enough, | understand,

Your pilgrimage to take on hand;
| repent ne, that | hither came.

EVERYNAN
Strength, you to displease | amto bl aneg;
Yet promse is debt; this ye well wot.

STRENGTH
In faith, as for that | care not:
Thou art but a fool to conplain;

( MORE)



STRENGTH ( CONT' D)
Thou spendest thy speech and wastest thy brain:
Co, thrust thee into the ground.

STRENGIH goes out.

EVERYMAN
| had thought surer | should you have found:
He that trusteth in his Strength
|s greatly deceived at the |ength;
Both Strength and Beauty have forsaken ne,
Yet they prom sed ne steadfast to be.

DI SCRETI ON
Everyman, | will after Strength be gone;
As for me, | wll |eave you al one.

EVERYMAN
Wiy, Discretion, will ye forsake ne?

DI SCRETI ON
Yea, in faith, I will go fromthee;

For when Strength is gone before,
Then | follow after evernore.

EVERYMAN
Yet, | pray thee, for love of the Trinity,
Look in ny grave once piteously.
DI SCRETI ON
Nay, so nigh will | not cone.
Now, farewell, fellows everyone.
DI SCRETI ON goes out.
EVERYMAN
Ch, all things fail, save God al one,

Beauty, Strength and Discretion;
For, when Death bl oweth his bl ast,
They all run fromne full fast.

FIVE WTS
Everyman, of thee now ny |eave | take;

| will follow the other, for here | thee forsake.

EVERYMAN
Al as! then may | both wail and weep;
For | took you for ny best friend.
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FIVE WTS
| will no | onger thee keep:
Now farewel |, and here an end.
FI VE WTS goes out.
EVERYNMAN

Now, Jesu, help! all have forsaken ne.

GOCD DEEDS
Nay, Everyman, | will abide with thee,
| wll not forsake thee indeed;
Thou shalt find nme a good friend at need.

EVERYVAN

G anercy, Good Deeds, now may | true friends see.

They have forsaken ne, everyone,
| loved thembetter than ny good deeds al one:
Know edge, will ye forsake ne al so?

KNOWLEDGE
Yea, Everyman, when ye to death shall go;
But not yet for no manner of danger.

EVERYNVAN
G anmercy, Know edge, with all ny heart.
KNOWLEDGE
Nay, yet | will not from hence depart,
Till | see where ye shall be cone.
EVERYNMAN

Met hi nket h, alas! that | nust be gone

To make ny reckoning, and ny debts pay;

For | see ny time is nigh spent away.

Take exanple, all ye that this do hear or see,
How they that | |oved best now forsake ne;
Except ny Good Deeds, that bideth truly.

G00D DEEDS
Al earthly things are but vanity,
Beauty, Strength, and D scretion do nman forsake,
Foolish friends and kinsnen, that fair spake;
Al flee save Good Deeds, and that am|.
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EVERYNVAN
Have nercy on ne, God nost mghty,
And stand by me, thou nother and maid, Holy Mary!

GOOD DEEDS
Fear not, | will speak for thee.
EVERYNVAN
Here | cry God nercy!
GO0D DEEDS

Cut our end and m ni sh our pain:
Let us go, and never cone again.

EVERYMAN
Into Thy hands, Lord, ny soul | comend;
Receive it, Lord, that it be not |ost;
As Thou ne broughtest, so ne defend,
And save ne fromthe fiend s boast,
That | nmay appear with that bl essed host
That shall be saved at the day of doom
I N MANUS TUAS, OF M GHT MOST,
For ever COWMVENDO SPI Rl TUM MEUM

EVERYMAN and GOOD DEEDS descend into the grave.

KNOW_EDGE
Now hat h he suffered what we all shall endure:
The Good Deeds shall nmake all sure;
Now hat h he nmade endi ng,
Met hi nketh that | hear angels sing,
And meke great joy and nel ody,
Where Everyman's soul shall received be.

KNOALEDGE goes out.

THE ANGEL
Cone, excellent el ect spouse to Jesu,
Here above thou shalt go,
Because of thy singular virtue:
Now thy soul is taken thy body from
Thy reckoning is crystal clear;
Now shalt thou into the heavenly sphere,
Unto the which all ye shall cone
Who Iive well, after the day of doom

A DOCTOR OF D VINITY enters.
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DOCTOR
This nmenory all nmen may have in m nd;
Ye hearers, take it of worth, old and young,
And forsake pride, for he deceiveth you in the end,
And renenber Beauty, Five Wts, Strength and D scretion,
They all at |ast do Everyman forsake,
Save his Good Deeds, there doth he none take:
But beware, for if they be small,
Before God he hath no help at all;
No excuse may be there for Everyman:
Al as, how shall he do then?
For after death anmends nay no man nake,
For then nmercy and pity do hi mforsake;
If his reckoning be not clear, when he doth cone,
God will say, ITE, MALED CTI, I N | GNEM AETERNUM
And he that hath his account whol e and sound,
H gh in heaven he shall be crowned;
Unto which place God bring us all thither,
That we may |ive body and soul together;
Thereto help the Trinity:
Anen, say ye, for Saint Charity.

THE END



