
THE ART OF WAR

WHAT ARE OUR BELIEFS AND ATTITUDES ABOUT WAR?

HOW ARE THOSE BELIEFS AND ATTITUDES PORTRAYED IN OUR ARTS?



ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA



WAR SIDE OF THE STANDARD OF UR, FROM TOMB 779, ROYAL CEMETERY, UR (MODERN TELL 

MUQAYYAR), IRAQ, CA. 2600 BCE. WOOD INLAID WITH SHELL, LAPIS LAZULI, AND RED 

LIMESTONE, APPROX. 8” X 1’7”. BRITISH MUSEUM, LONDON.
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VICTORY STELE OF NARAM-SIN, FROM SUSA, IRAN, 

2254-2218 BCE. PINK SANDSTONE, APPROX. 6’7” HIGH. 

LOUVRE, PARIS 
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